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Before 1893 all Kentucky Cities were 
established & incorporated by Acts of the 
Virginia General Assembly (pre-June 
1792) or Kentucky General Assembly 
(after statehood).
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In 1893, the responsibility for city 
incorporation shifted to the circuit 
courts.  (See KRS 81.050 & KRS 81.060)

In 1942, the Kentucky General 
Assembly passed legislation that 
required cities to file incorporations, 
boundary changes, & dissolutions 
with the Office of Kentucky’s 
Secretary of State.

From 1942 to 1980 there were 194
filings with the Secretary of State’s 
Office regarding city incorporations, 
dissolutions, and boundary 
changes.
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Senate Bill 22, approved by the Kentucky General Assembly on April 3, 
1980, was designed to update the state’s files pertaining to Kentucky  
cities. This law, codified as KRS 81.045, required all cities in the 
Commonwealth to file the following information with the Office of Secretary 
of State:

– (1) Name of City; 
– (2) Date of Incorporation; 
– (3) Classification; and 
– (4) Present Boundaries. 

In order for cities to receive state moneys, the filings had to be 
mailed to the Secretary of State no later than July 15, 1981.
This law provided an umbrella for cities to establish their 
boundaries without proving annexation ordinances prior to 1980.
The boundaries as stated in KRS 81.045 filings later became the 
foundation for the “Interactive City Maps.” KRS 81.045 was repealed in 2015.

A certified copy of a city’s KRS 81.045 filing is provided by the Office of Secretary of State 
when a city is required to provide proof of existence or good standing. Cities are municipal 
corporations. Cities are not businesses therefore they are not listed on the Secretary of State’s 
Corporate Database. City filings are housed in the Land Office Division of the Secretary of 
State’s Office, Room T-21B, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Kentucky. 5
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• Reporting changes to city boundaries (by annexations, severances, and transfers) is addressed 
in KRS 81A.470, effective July 15, 1980. The General Assembly directed cities to submit 
certified copies of ordinances, metes & bounds descriptions, and accurate maps depicting the 
boundary changes to the county clerk of the county or counties in which the city is located and 
the office of Secretary of State. 

• In order to encourage compliance, the General Assembly said “no city which has annexed 
unincorporated or accepted transfer of incorporated territory may levy any tax upon the 
residents or property within the annexed or transferred area until the city has complied with the 
provisions of subsection one of the law.”

• In July 1992 the Department for Local Government was added to the list of agencies to receive 
KRS 81A.470 filings. 

• The “Kentucky Cities” website, based on filings with the Secretary of State’s Office, was 
launched November 21, 2001. 

• In 2002 the Kentucky Infrastructure Authority and Area Development Districts initiated a city 
mapping project that resulted in a marked increase in city filings.

• In 2004 the Kentucky General Assembly approved legislation that significantly amended      
KRS 81A.470. Professional land surveyors must prepare plats and descriptions regarding 
changes to city boundaries (annexations, severances, and transfers of property to other cities). 
The plat must include specific technical requirements identified in the statute. This statute was 
significantly amended, once again, in 2021 by the Kentucky General Assembly.
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• In 2005 city maps posted on the Department for Geographic Information website were linked to 
the Secretary of State’s “Kentucky Cities” website.

• In 2008 the Kentucky General Assembly approved HB 524 that states the Office of Insurance 
shall use the municipal data available from COT that is based on filings with the Secretary of 
State’s Office as the criteria for verifying city boundaries effective January 1, 2009. (Note: The 
legislation, codified as KRS 91A.0806, affects the distribution of insurance premium 
surcharges.)

• On April 30, 2009, Governor Steve Beshear confirmed Kentucky’s participation in the U.S. 
Census Bureau Boundary Annexation Survey (BAS) State Certification Program & the 
designation of a staff member in the Secretary of State’s office as the Certifying Official. The 
staff member was reappointed in 2012 by Governor Beshear & reappointed in 2016 by 
Governor Matt Bevin.

• As the interactive maps linked to the “Kentucky Cities” website are based on statutorily-required 
filings rather than boundary declarations, the U.S. Census Bureau announced the federal 
government would access the filings-based interactive maps for the 2010 decennial census. 
The same process was used for the 2020 decennial census. The population totals for all 
Kentucky Cities will be based on city boundaries as of January 1, 2020. Boundary changes after 
that date will be used for population estimates for 2021 and thereafter.

• On March 16, 2011, Gov. Steve Beshear signed emergency legislation that removed the 
Department for Local Government from the KRS 81A.470 filing requirement retroactive July 15, 
2010.

• Legislation approved by the Kentucky General Assembly in 2014 changed the city classification 
system from 6 classes to 2 classes: First Class (formerly Classification 1) and Home Rule 
(formerly Classifications 2 through 6). The legislation was effective January 1, 2015.  (See    
KRS 81.)
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Overview:

Process 

for

Changing

City Boundaries 
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KRS 81A.400 (Created 1980, effective July 15, 1980; Amended 1984 & 1992) 

• Boundaries for cities (other than first class) shall remain as established by law until 
changed as provided in KRS 81A.410 to 81A.470 or KRS 81.500.

KRS 81A.410 (Created 1980, effective July 15, 1980; Amended 1984, 2002, & 2021) 

• Annexed areas must be adjacent or contiguous to the city’s boundaries at the time 
the annexation proceeding is begun.

• Annexed areas must be urban in character or suitable for urban purposes (without 
unreasonable delay) by reason of population density, commercial, industrial, 
institutional, or governmental use of land, or subdivision of land.

• No part of the annexed area shall be included within the boundary of
another incorporated city.

• Under the authority of KRS 81A.420, the annexation may include two or more areas
which are adjacent to the city boundary but are not adjacent to one another.

• If a city is wholly contained within two counties & that county intends to annex 
territory in an additional county, the provisions of KRS 81A.415 apply. 10



A city may annex any area which meets the requirements of KRS 81A.410, if each 
of the owners of record of the land to be annexed gives prior consent in writing to 
the annexation. In this event, the city shall not be required to enact the notification 
ordinance required by KRS 81A.420(1) or to comply with the notice requirements 
of KRS 81A.425, and it shall not be required to wait the sixty (60) day period 
provided for in KRS 81A.420(2) prior to enacting a final ordinance annexing the 
area. When a city has obtained the prior written consent of each owner of record 
of the land to be annexed, the city may enact a single ordinance finally annexing 
the land described in the ordinance. If the city has elected to establish the zoning 
for the new territory pursuant to KRS 100.209 prior to the completion of 
annexation under this section, the ordinance annexing the territory shall include a 
map showing the zoning. Upon the enactment of this ordinance, the territory shall 
become a part of the city. 

Effective:  July 15, 1994 
History:  Amended 1994 Ky. Acts ch. 101, sec. 1, effective July 15, 1994.  
-- Created 1988 Ky. Acts ch. 6, sec. 1, effective February 12, 1988. 

81A.412   Annexation permitted when each of the owners gives 
prior consent. 
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Sample Ordinance:
Annexation with Property Owners’ Consent
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Although not required by statute at this 
time, many cities are including copies of 
“the written consents” with their KRS 
81A.470 submissions. The written 
consents are added to the city’s 
permanent file in the Secretary of 
State’s Office.



(1)  When a city desires to annex unincorporated territory, 
the legislative body of the city proposing to annex shall 
enact an ordinance stating the intention of the city to 
annex. The ordinance shall accurately define the 
boundary of the unincorporated territory proposed to be 
annexed, and declare it desirable to annex the 
unincorporated territory. 

(2)  If following the publication of the annexation ordinance 
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section and within sixty 
(60) days thereof, or if in any annexation proceeding 
where the annexing city has not adopted a final 
annexation ordinance, within sixty (60) days of February 
12, 1988, fifty percent (50%) of the resident voters or 
owners of real property within the limits of the 
territory proposed to be annexed petition the mayor in 
opposition to the proposal, an election shall be held at the 
next regular election if the petition is presented to the 
county clerk and certified by the county clerk as sufficient 
not later than the second Tuesday in August preceding 
the regular election: 

(a)  The mayor of the city shall deliver a certified copy   
of the ordinance to the county clerk of the county in which 
the territory proposed to be annexed is located, who shall 
have prepared to be placed before the voters in each 
precinct embraced in whole or in part within the territory 
proposed to be annexed the question: "Are you in favor of 
being annexed to the City of _________?" If only a part of 
any precinct is embraced within the territory proposed to 
be annexed only persons who reside within the 

81A.420   Ordinance declaring intent to annex -- Election on 
proposed annexation – When city may enact ordinance. 

territory proposed to be annexed shall be permitted to vote. The 
clerk shall cause the sheriff or sheriffs to deliver to the election 
officers in each precinct in the appropriate counties copies of the 
ordinance proposing to annex;

(b)  If less than fifty-five percent (55%) of those persons 
voting oppose annexation, the unincorporated territory shall 
become a part of the city; and

(c)  If fifty-five percent (55%) or more of those persons 
voting oppose annexation, the ordinance proposing annexation 
shall become ineffectual for any purpose.

(3)  In not less than sixty (60) days after the enactment of the 
ordinance, if no petition has been received by the mayor as 
set out herein, or within sixty (60) days of the certification of 
election results in which less than fifty-five percent (55%) of 
those persons voting opposed annexation, the legislative 
body may enact an ordinance annexing to the city the 
territory described in the ordinance. If the city has elected to 
establish the zoning for the new territory prior to the completion of 
the annexation pursuant to KRS 100.209, the ordinance shall 
include a map showing the zoning. Upon the enactment of this 
ordinance, the territory shall become part of the city for all 
purposes. 

Effective:  July 15, 1996 
History:  Amended 1996 Ky. Acts ch. 195, sec. 43, effective July 15, 1996. --
Amended 1990 Ky. Acts ch. 362, sec. 12, effective July 13, 1990.  -- Amended 
1988 Ky. Acts ch. 6, sec. 2, effective February 12, 1988.  -- Amended 1986 Ky. 
Acts ch. 141, sec. 43, effective July 15, 1986. -- Amended 1982 Ky. Acts ch.
360, sec. 20, effective July 15, 1982. -- Created 1980 Ky. Acts ch. 303, sec. 3, 
effective July 15, 1980. 
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(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of KRS 83A.060(7) and except as otherwise provided in this section, a city 
which proposes to annex unincorporated territory shall send notice of the proposed annexation to each 
property owner whose property is proposed to be annexed into the city. 

(2) The notice shall be sent to each property owner listed on the records of the county property valuation     
administrator as of January 1 of the year in which the ordinance proposing to annex property is to be enacted. 

(3) The notice shall be sent by first-class mail no later than fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting at which the 
ordinance proposing the annexation shall receive its second reading. The city clerk shall certify the list of 
property owners to whom the notice was sent and the certified list shall be made a part of the official record of 
the meeting at which the ordinance proposing the annexation receives its second reading. 

(4) The notice shall include the time, date, and location of the meeting at which the proposed ordinance shall 
receive its second reading, and a copy of the proposed ordinance. 

(5) The provisions of this section shall not apply in any case in which the property owners of record have 
consented in writing to the proposed annexation as provided in KRS 81A.412. 

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of KRS 424.130, following the second reading and enactment of an ordinance 
proposing to annex property, a city shall be required to publish the ordinance only once in accordance with 
KRS 83A.060(9). 

(7) The ordinance which effectuates an annexation shall be voidable in an action brought in the Circuit Court of 
competent jurisdiction, if the court determines that the city failed to substantially comply with the requirements 
of this section, and the failure resulted in material prejudice to the substantial rights of affected property 
owners. 

Effective:  July 14, 1992 
History:  Created 1992 Ky. Acts ch. 418, sec. 1, effective July 14, 1992. 

81A.425   Notice of proposed annexation to property owners  -- Exception  --
Publication of annexation ordinance -- Action to void annexation.
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If a proposal  by a city to annex unincorporated territory, or to reduce its boundaries 
pursuant to KRS 81A.440 is rejected by the voters of the territory proposed to be 
annexed or stricken, no further steps to annex or strike the same territory shall be taken 
within five (5) years from the date of rejection, nor shall the question of annexation or 
striking off be again submitted within that period. 

Effective: February 28, 1992 
History:  Amended 1992 Ky. Acts ch. 17, sec. 3, effective February 28, 1992.  --
Amended 1984 Ky. Acts ch. 416, sec. 17, effective July 13, 1984.  -- Created 1980 
Ky. Acts ch. 303, sec. 7, effective July 15, 1980. 

81A.460   Question of annexation or reduction of territory, once rejected, 
not to be raised again for five years. 
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81A.482 Standing to contest city's annexation of property containing no residents - -
Standing to contest results of defeated KRS 81A.120 election. 

(1) When a city annexes or proposes to annex any territory in which no person is residing, any person who 
pursues litigation against the annexation shall have standing in a court of law to do so if that person: 

(a) Owns property within the area that is proposed to be annexed or that has been annexed by a city; or 

(b)   Owns property directly adjoining a parcel of land that contains either in whole or in part any territory
proposed to be annexed or annexed by the city. For the purposes of this paragraph, "parcel" means    
a tract of real property that is assessed as a single unit for purposes of determining ad valorem tax 
liability. 

(2) If an election on annexation held pursuant to KRS 81A.420 is defeated, a city government that proposed       
the annexation shall have standing to contest the results of the election for the reasons and in a
manner established in KRS 120.250. 

(3) The authority granted by this section shall be construed to be in addition to any standing to pursue litigation
existing in statute, common law, or the rules of city procedure. 

Effective: July 14, 2018 
History: Created 2018 Ky. Acts ch. 155, sec. 1, effective July 14, 2018.
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KRS 81A.470 (as amended in 2021 with an effective date of June 29, 2021)

AN ACT RELATING TO CITY ANNEXATION FILINGS.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.  KRS 81A.470 is amended to read as follows:
(1) Within sixty (60) days of the enlargement or reduction of a city’s boundaries, the city shall cause to be       

recorded in the office of the Secretary of State:

a) A duly certified paper or electronic copy of the final ordinance that changed the city’s boundaries;
b) A map and a description prepared by a professional land surveyor depicting the parcel annexed, 

transferred, or severed as a closed geometric figure on a plat annotated with bearings and distances or 
sufficient curve data to describe each line. The professional land surveyor shall clearly state on the 
documents the location of the existing municipal boundary, any physical feature with which the 
proposed municipal boundary coincides, and a statement of the recorded deeds, plats, right-of-way 
plans, or other resources used to develop the documents depicting the municipal boundary, in paper or 
electronic form; and

c) An electronic file containing a closed geometric figure depicting the territory being added or removed 
that is referenced to a Kentucky State Plane Coordinate System zone in any one (1) of the following 
formats:

1. AutoDesk AutoCAD DWG or DXF;
2. Bentley MicroStation DGN; or
3. ESRI ArcGIS Shapefile.

If the electronic file is attached to an e-mail communication, the e-mail and all files attached to that e-mail communication 
cumulatively shall not exceed fifteen (15) megabytes in size.   

(2) No city which has annexed unincorporated or accepted transfer of incorporated territory may levy any tax       
upon the residents or property within the annexed or transferred area until the city has complied with the        
provisions of subsection (1) of this section, and of KRS 81A.475.

See KRS 81A.475 (as amended in 2021) for revised requirements for filings submitted to the County Clerk.
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FILING REQUIREMENT #1:  Certified

CITY CLERK’S CERTIFICATION (Sample)

I certify I am the duly qualified City Clerk of the City of _______________, 
Kentucky, and the following  _____  pages of Ordinance No. _______        
(or Ordinance dated _______ ) is a true, correct, and complete copy duly 
adopted by the City Commission at a duly convened meeting held on 
_______________, all as appears in the official records of said City.

WITNESS, my hand, this _____  day of __________, 202___.

___________________________
(Signature of City Clerk)

Key Point: The City Clerk’s attestation of the Mayor’s signature is not the equivalent of 
the Clerk’s certification of the ordinance. The City Clerk serves as the city’s official 
recorder and archivist. 18



FILING REQUIREMENT #2:  Final Ordinance

19

Sample Ordinance: Finalizing an Intent Ordinance
Avoid text that states the city is “Proposing to Annex” 
or is stating an “Intention to Annex.”



FILING REQUIREMENT #3:  Map/Plat
3A: Prepared by a professional land surveyor 

KRS 322.400: Plats or surveys not to be recorded unless 
certified by a professional land surveyor. No county clerk of any 
county, or any other public authority, shall accept for filing, file, or 
record any map, plat, survey, or other document related to the 
practice of land surveying, unless it evidences certification by a 
professional land surveyor by whom, or under whose personal 
supervision and direction, the map, plat, survey, or other document 
is prepared.  (Note:  A surveyor’s certification consists of the 
surveyor’s stamp, signature, and date of signature. All 3 elements 
of the certification must be included on the plat & on the 
description.) 

3B:  Closed geometric figure
Although surveyors use “reverse lines” for other projects, KRS 

81A.470 requires the lines for depictions of annexed/severed/or 
transferred parcels to close. If the description says a line is going 
north and east, the corresponding line on the plat must state the 
line is going north and east, not south and west. Additionally, 
lines/calls on plats may be inadvertently omitted in the description
(or vice versa). Line Tables & Curve Tables are acceptable.

3C:  Location of Existing Municipal Boundary
Including the name of the city is encouraged.

3D:  Statement
The surveyor identifies the deeds, plats, right-of-way plans or 

other resources used to develop the documents depicting the 
municipal boundary.

3E:  In Paper or Electronic Form
To expedite the review, correction, & filing process, plats 

larger than 11”x 17” should be submitted to the Office of Secretary 
of State in paper format with the certified ordinance & description.
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FILING REQUIREMENT #4:  Description 

• The Description describes the area being 
annexed, severed, or transferred by the cited 
ordinance. The Plat depicts the area being 
annexed, severed, or transferred by the cited 
ordinance.  Ordinances cannot be bundled on one 
plat or ordinance.

• Plats & Descriptions are separate documents. 

• According to KRS 81A.470, the Description must 
be prepared by a professional land surveyor. The 
Surveyor’s Certification on the description 
confirms compliance. The Surveyor’s Certification 
consists of his/her stamp, signature, and date.

• All calls on the Plat must be included in the 
Description.  Check for omitted calls in the 
Description due to typographical errors.

• All calls in the Description must match all calls on 
the Plat—call for call. Reverse lines are not 
acceptable on KRS 81A.470 submissions.



FILING REQUIREMENT #5:  Electronic File
• An Electronic File, formerly known as a CAD 

(Computer-Aided-Design), Drawing, or Shape 
File, is not a Plat or a Map.

• Electronic Files ensure the accurate placement 
of parcels affecting city boundaries on the 
“Interactive Map” linked to the “Kentucky Cities” 
website. Electronic Files are mandatory effective 
June 29, 2021, and thereafter.

• Electronic Files must be referenced to the 
Kentucky State Plane Coordinate System zone.

• Electronic Files may be in any of the following 
formats:

– 1. AutoDesk, AutoCad, DWG, or DXF;
– 2. Bentley MicroStation DGN; or
– 3. ESRI ArcGIS Shapefile

• If the Electronic File is attached to an e-mail 
communication, the e-mail and all files attached 
to that e-mail communication cumulatively shall 
not exceed fifteen (15) megabytes in size.

• The Electronic File should be complete. It must 
match the area being annexed, severed, or 
transferred as depicted on the plat.

• Electronic Files should be submitted to the 
Office of Secretary of State via e-mail to confirm 
compliance with KRS 81A.470 (as amended in 
2021).  Electronic Files may also be submitted 
on CDs or thumb drives (aka flash drives).
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https://www.sos.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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https://web.sos.ky.gov/land/
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https://web.sos.ky.gov/land/citiesprebuiltlists.aspx



26



27



28

https://www.sos.ky.gov/land/cities/Pages/Research%20Help.aspx
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https://www.sos.ky.gov/land/cities/Pages/FAQs.aspx
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https://web.sos.ky.gov/land/cities.aspx
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SELECTED LEGISLATION REGARDING KENTUCKY CITIES

• KRS 81A.440 - Procedure for Reducing City Boundaries
• KRS 81A.460 - Question of Annexation or Reduction of Territory, Once Rejected, Not to be 

Raised Again for Five Years
• KRS 81A.510 - Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in which Industrial Plants are Located
• KRS 81A.530 - Authorization for, Procedures for, & Effects of Annexation of a City of the Sixth 

Class by an Adjoining City of the Third, Fourth, or Fifth Class.
• KRS 81.500 - Transfer of Incorporated Areas between Cities of the Second thru Sixth Classes
• KRS 81.410, KRS 81.420, & KRS 81.430 - City Merger
• KRS 81.094 & KRS 81.096 - City Dissolution
• KRS 81.032, KRS 81.034, & KRS 81.036 - Requirements for Reclassification of an 

Incorporated Area
• Kentucky Constitution, Section 156 & Section 156a - General Assembly authorized to

Provide for Creation, Governmental Structure, & Classification of Cities
• Kentucky Constitution, Section 156b - “The General Assembly may provide by general law 

that cities may exercise any power & perform any function within their boundaries that is 
in furtherance of a public purpose of a city and not in conflict with a constitutional 
provision or statute.” (Home Rule)

• KRS 83A.030 - Composition & Size of City Legislative Bodies for Mayor-Council, Commission, 
& City Manager Plans

• KRS 83A.040 - Elections of Mayors & Legislative Bodies, Qualifications, Vacancies, & 
Notifications of Vacancies. 38



RESOLUTIONS ENHANCING ORIGINAL ANNEXATION ORDINANCES

• Many cities are adopting resolutions that allow the original annexation      
description and plat to be formatted to meet today’s KRS 81A.470 filing 
requirements. These resolutions do not replace the original annexation    
ordinance nor do they relieve the city of the obligation to file a certified              
copy of the original annexation ordinance. (The resolution is a secondary filing;  
the annexation ordinance is the primary filing.)

If the city determines a resolution is in order, filing submissions should include:

1. Certified copy of the original annexation ordinance copied in its entirety, including 
the original description and plat

Attached to:

1. Certified resolution citing the annexation ordinance number and date of  passage, 
and the city’s adoption of the new description & plat prepared by a professional land 
surveyor.  (Note: The new description and plat must be limited to the area annexed 
by the ordinance. Boundary Statements will not be accepted.)

➢ The tract referenced in the resolution will be matched against the tract     
referenced in the resolution to determine acreage and location similarities.     
Cities do not annex by resolutions. KRS 81A is still in effect. 39



KRS 81A.470:  Final Check before Submitting to the Office of Secretary of State

❑ REQUIREMENT #1:  City Clerk’s Certification of Ordinance
❑ REQUIREMENT #2:  Ordinance (Consent Ordinance or Finalization of an Intent-to-Annex Ordinance)
❑ REQUIREMENT #3:  Plat/Map (All text must be legible and “eye-readable.”)

3A: Prepared & Certified by a professional land surveyor 
A surveyor’s certification consists of the surveyor’s stamp, signature, and date of signature. All 3 elements of the certification must 
be included on the plat & on the description. (Descriptions & plats are separate documents on separate sheets of paper.)
3B:  Closed geometric figure
Reverse lines will not be accepted.  All calls on the plat must match all calls in the description. Line Tables & Curve Tables are 
acceptable.
3C:  Location of Existing Municipal Boundary
Including the name of the city is encouraged.  (ex:  “Existing Corporate Boundaries of ____”)
3D:  Statement
The surveyor must identify the deeds, plats, right-of-way plans, or other resources used to develop the documents depicting and 
describing the annexation, severance, or transfer.
3E:  In Paper or Electronic Form
To expedite the review, correction, & filing process, plats larger than 11”x 17” should be submitted to the Office of Secretary of 
State in paper format with the certified ordinance & surveyor’s description. Ask the county clerk’s office for their preference.

❑ REQUIREMENT #4:  Surveyor’s Certified Description of Annexed Parcel or Parcels
❑ REQUIREMENT #5:  Electronic File (formerly known as CAD, Drawing, or Shapefiles)

– Electronic Files must be referenced to the Kentucky State Plane Coordinate System zone.
– Electronic Files may be in any of the following formats:

• 1. AutoDesk, AutoCad, DWG, or DXF;
• 2. Bentley MicroStation DGN; or
• 3. ESRI ArcGIS Shapefile (ESRI = Environmental Systems Research Institute; GIS = Geographic Information System)

– If the Electronic File is attached to an e-mail communication, the e-mail and all files attached to that e-mail communication 
cumulatively shall not exceed fifteen (15) megabytes in size.

– The Electronic File should be complete. It must match the area being annexed, severed, or transferred as depicted on the plat.
– Electronic Files should be submitted to the Office of Secretary of State via e-mail to confirm compliance with KRS 81A.470 (as 

amended in 2021).  Electronic Files may also be submitted to the Office of Secretary of State on CDs or thumb drives.
40



FINAL NOTATIONS
• Submissions that do not meet (or do not include) all of the filing requirements of KRS 81A.470 (as amended June 

29, 2021) will be returned to the city for correction and resubmission. 

• Submissions that do meet the filing requirements will be added to the city’s page on the “Kentucky Cities” 
website in the “Date Filed,” “Type,” “Ordinance,” & “Notes” fields). 

• Copies of all filed documents will be sent to the state mapping office for comparison with the electronic file (aka 
shapefile).

• The “Map Status” header will say “IN PROGRESS” (by default) until the state mapping office determines if the 
mapping of the filing is “MAPPABLE, UNMAPPABLE, or SUSPENDED.” Links to the “SUSPENDED” 
mapping label will identify problems with the electronic file, such as missing shapes, corrupt files, or the 
depiction doesn’t match the plat submitted with the ordinance. The city’s interactive map will not include the 
annexed/severed/or transferred area until the problems are corrected via the submission of a corrected 
electronic file (aka shapefile) to the Office of Secretary of State who will then forward the corrected electronic file 
to the state mapping office.

• Please be advised hyperlinks may identify if older annexations, originally described as “MAPPABLE,” were 
mapped in whole or in part.

ADDRESS LIST FOR CITY FILINGS
• The County Clerk of the county or counties in which the city is located.

– The County Clerk must also receive a list of the names & addresses of properties and property owners who reside in the annexed, 
severed, or transferred area pursuant to KRS 81A.470 & KRS 81A.475 (as amended June 29, 2021).

• Office of the Kentucky Secretary of State
Land Office Division
Room T21-B, Capitol Annex
702 Capital Avenue
Frankfort, KY  40601  
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42Hodgenville, Kentucky

Thank you 

for your 

Dedicated Service

to the

Citizens

of the

Commonwealth 

and our

Communities.

Questions?  Please Contact:

Kandie Adkinson
Office of the Secretary of State
Land Office Division
U.S. Census Bureau BAS Representative for Kentucky
Room T21-B, Capitol Annex
Frankfort, KY  40601
Phone: (502) 564-3490 or (502)782-7408
E-Mail: Kandie.Adkinson@ky.gov


